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own guild. An inscription from Ahobilam refers to the grant
made for the temple by the merchant devotees of Vasavi
Kanya for the merit of their headmen numbering one
hundred and fifty54. An inscription from Siddavatam taluk
refers to the donation of taxes collected to the deity by the
agent of the Minister with the consent of Ayyaval^ Samasta
Pekkandru55. The guilds also could organize new markets
and weekly Santas. At Velpumadugu (Velupudigu) a new
market was opened and the guilds fixed the rates of taxes
to be paid by the venders at the market56. The revenue from
tolls and other taxes collected on every Friday at
Lakhanapura Santa was given as gift by the Settis and
Pattana Svamis for the service of Goddess Mahalakshmr57
and the gift of tolls collected by the merchants at the fair
held on every Sunday at Vireswaradevapura the hamlet of
Lepakshi to" the gods for oblation to be offered in the
shrines58 The trade guilds improved the internal trades and
commerce. They also served the public by extending banking
facilities since all the guilds were having contacts with one
another59. The guilds also received deposits on the condition
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